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Portola was accompanied by Miguel Jose Serra, better known as Fray Junipero 
Serra, who went to establish the Church in the new land, and who immediately 
founded a mission at San Diego, and then many others in the upper country. 
Mr. Eldredge discredits the" popular conception that it was the Church which 
blazed the way, and lays it rather to political exigencies. While this in a 
measure may have been the spring behind the occupation, so far as the coast 
was concerned, it does not appear to hold for the interior, for there the often 
unaided zeal of the padres broke the path, as, for example, the exploit of Garces, 
and that of Escalante. 

Portola is spoken of as the first governor of California, but though perhaps 
he was nominally governor, it was a title akin to general, for there was no 
government and nothing to govern, except his own party, during the year that 
Portola was there. He reached San Diego June 29th, 1769, and saiied for 
Mexico from Monterey July 9th, 1770. There is some account of him afterward. 
He was promoted to Lieut. Colonel and was Governor of Puebla in 1777. 

"The Log of the San Carlos," under command of Lieut. Don Juan Manuel de 
Ayala, from San Bias to San Francisco, is interesting and valuable, as this was 
the first ship to enter the Port of San Francisco. A summary of a certified copy, 
now in the archives at Seville, is given, with the report to Bucareli the Viceroy; 
a description of the bay, and a map by Jose de Canizares the pilot. They found 
the natives friendly, as natives usually are when properly . approached. The 
success of the missions and the practical enslavement of the natives followed the 
beginnings recorded in this volume, till the dolce far niente regime of the padres 
thrived in a garden of Eden, to be finally shattered by the coming of the 
American. 

The American Natural History. A Foundation of Useful Knowledge of 
Higher Animals of North America. By William T Hornaday, Director of 
the New York Zoological Park. Illustrated by 227 drawings and 116 
photographs. 8vo, xxv+449 pp. American Publishing Company, Hartford, 
1906. 
Any work on Natural History bearing the name of Mr. Hornaday is abund- 
antly endorsed at the outset. The present volume is particularly addressed to 
teachers and parents, and these persons should read the book. There are grown 
people to-day who will assure you that a hair-snake comes from a horsehair 
which has lain in water; and Mr. Hornaday declares that "fully ninety-five per 
cent, of students in grammar and normal schools, academies, and small colleges 
are so inadequately equipped for the study of natural history, including also 
the great mass of students from the higher colleges and universities, that they 
enter active life ignorant even of the most important forms of the wild life of 
our own country." He offers this book as a filler between the technical zoology 
of the college and the nature-study of the common-schools. 

To make the work attractive he skips the lowest forms and begins at once 
with mammals. There is an excellent introduction describing "The Ground- 
Plans of Nature," and this must be read by all who are not naturalists. The 
book is well illustrated from photographs and drawings .which assist greatly in 
understanding the various subjects. The pictures on page 119 are a good 
example. The question is often asked, "Do elk shed their antlers ?" and the 
answer is here given in four cuts from photographs. No. 1 shows an elk with 
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but one horn ; No. 2 one with no horn ; No. 3 in the "velvet" ; and No. 4 with the 
new horns half grown. The dates are given of each photograph. Deer, moose, 
and caribou shed their horns similarly. A singular thing about the shedding of 
antlers is the fact that very few old antlers are seen even in a region where 
(here are or have been many deer. One would suppose that being so hard they 
would accumulate and that the woods would be full of them. 

In the description of that past-master in animal engineering the beaver, Mr. 
Hornaday states that "It is seldom that anybody sees a live beaver in its haunts 
during the middle of the day," and thus unintentionally conveys the impression 
that this animal is always almost exclusively nocturnal. This is hardly correct, 
for, especially on rivers, the beaver in remote places may be seen all day long 
in numbers. The writer of this makes the statement from personal obcervation, 
having years ago seen many beaver and never one at night. 

Mr. Hornaday sounds a warning on the rapid disappearance of birds as well 
as other animals. In every way this is an admirable book. 

British Columbia Coast Names, 1592-1906. To which are added .1 Tew 
names in adjacent United States Territory. Their Origin and History. 
With Map and Illustrations. By Captain John T Walbran. Published by 
order of Hon. L. P. Brodeur, Minister of Marine and Fisheries of Canada, 
for the Geographic Board of Canada. 8vo, 546 pp. and map. Ottawa 
Government Printing Bureau. 1909. 
This valuable addition to the dictionaries of geographic names of North 
America was prepared by Captain Walbran of the C. G. S. "Quadra" in no per- 
functory manner, but with deep interest born of long familiarity with the region. 
The work began in a small way and grew on his hands till the present fine 
volume came from the press. "The history of a country is often indicated by 
its names," says the author, and this remark is especially proven all the way 
round the North American Coasts. But it is not necessary to go beyond the 
book itself to substantiate this assertion, the very first item of the list indorsing 
it," Actaeon Sound" having been named for H. M. frigate of that title; and the 
second relates how "Active Pass" was named after the U. S. revenue vessel 
Active. A brief sketch of the Active is added which tells that her former name 
was Goldhunter. One of her prisoners showed the crew gold dust from the 
Fraser River Indians and the rush to that region in 1858 was the result. The 
volume is brimming with valuable historical points. Under "Kitkatla Inlet" 
there is an interesting page and a half giving a tradition of the Kitkatla Indians, 
concerning the first appearance of white men, from no less an authority than the 
noted Mr. William Duncan, who spent his life developing the Metlakatla settle- 
ment. These citations serve to illustrate the careful way in which the book has 
been prepared and its great value to historian and geographer alike. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. By Maude M. Holbach. 8vo. 249 pp., 48 Illus- 
trations from Photographs by O. Holbach and Map. John Lane Company, 
New York, 1910 (?). $1.50. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina were wholly off the tourist routes, a few years ago, 
but travelers are awakening to the unique and exceptional charms of these two 
Balkan lands. They are coming into their own, before very long, so far as an 
influx of tourists may be of advantage to them. They are already the subject 



